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wita Fortunati

Foreword
When you follow two separate chains of thought,
Watson, you will find some intersections
which should approximate to the truth.
(Sherlock Holmes in The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax)
T

T2:is pook is the result of intense work carried out by the Scientific Committee
=a: organized the Conference held in Urbino and Senigallia, in Italy, from the
== =0 the 287 of June, 2010. The Scientific Committee comprised various dif-
®reT competences in several subjects, and had, as its primary aim, that of
Trooting a discussion and reflexion on a complex and fascinating subject such
& ¢ interaction between the case and the canon, as has emerged in the course
x cemturies both in the scientific and the humanistic fields. The institutions

mved in the project were not just the University of Urbino, but also two inter
arpar-ment centres: for the University of Bologna, the “Centre for Bio-com-
mextv Lulgr Galvani” and the “Research Centre for Complex Systems” of the
—=mwersity of Senigallia, The connecting link between the Humanistic Sciences
enc e Hard Sciences was Sherlock Holmes, whose investigative method has
»eer for several years the object of study by the The Research Group on Sherlock
Sav—es of Urbino called "1l segno dei Quattro™ {The Sign of the Four), which
x-== Cooperates with the talian Association “Uno Studio in Holmes” in or-
BT ne seminars and conferences,

= presenting this volume I would like to thank the Scientific Committee

==z Ja Morisce, Glorgio Turchetti, Alessandra Calanchi and Gastone Ca-

#=:= that has worked so passionately and so hard during several meetings not
w0 organize the Conference but also to edit such a dense and complex bogk.,

wzzaio Franceschi and 1 had the pleasure to participate into one of those
re=-—:nary brainstorming sessions and we realized frem the very beginning
e e discussion on this topic would be eventually very fruitful due to the
ar=ec: competences and backgrounds of the members of the European project
*Txterzoing Sciences, Literature and Humanities” - Acume 2, whose main aim
s mewn o establish a dialogue between scientists and humanists.
7723 Dook s in part the result of the work of subproject number 2 on “Cultural
#errescntarion of Science and Technology” and it is not by chance that among
e Zo=rriutors we had Brian Hurwitz and Giorgio Turchetti who were two out
® —x lour co-ordinators of subproject 2.
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The title chosen for the book is certainly very revealing and evocative: The
Case & the Canon: Anomalies, Discontinuities, Metaphors between Science and
Literature.

The twe parts into which the book is divided are focused on the two main
keywords Case and Canon. The etymology of these two words is in itself
“complex”™ the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary proposes eight different
meanings for Case and seven different meanings for Ganon:

CASE

an event , an oCcurrence
chance, hazard, hap

an instance

the actual state of matters
physical condition

in law: a cause or suit

e B

in medicine: the condition of disease in a patient and an instance of disease
in grammar it is the translation of the word Greek ptosis, in Latin casus.

R R

CANON

1, arule, law or decree of the Church

2. a general rule or axiom of any subject , a standard of judgment

3. in mathematics a general rule , formula, table

4, thelist of books of the Bible accepted by the Christian Church as genuine and
inspired

the portion of the Mass included between the Preface and the Pater

. in music a species of composition

7. a Prestation , Pension or Customary pavment upon some religious Account.

o W

As the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary has pointed out, “case” and “canon” are
words with various and complex meanings. The various essays in the volume
show that they are also keywords at the basis of different disciplines which have
acquired different connotations according to the various historical moments.

Michel Foucault, int his influential study on the history of the Clinic (Naissance
de la clinique : une archéologie du regard medical, 1963}, underlines the constant
and persistent dialectic between “case” and “canon”: on one hand the medical
practice making a huge effort to classify and simplify, on the other the incessant
process of revision and re-classification of the canon according to the emergence
of new “clinical cases”.

As we can see from the contents of the book, different disciplines are involved:



Foreword 13

from physics to medicine and neurclogy, trom forensic pathology to psycho-
analysis and also literature, they all help to highlight the dialectics between the
two terms. And we must not forget that Historians of Science have developed
quite sophisticated tools in order to reconstruct laboratory life. Such re-
constructions reveal tensions between “case” and “canon”.

The essays touch different themes: “clinical case”, “canonical structures and
singularity in Physics and Mathematics”. The theme of insanity linked with the
stereatype of the romantic poet as a figure of enticing irrationality and as de-
viant, just to mention few of the interesting topics.

As already suggested the character of Sherlock Holmes is the connecting link
between the humanistic sciences and the scientist; in fact, some of the essays
analyse the analogies and differences between how the “detective” and the
“scientist” proceed in analysing reality. Some essays are focused on the wide use
of sclentific terms, techniques, and procedures in sensational and detective
fiction, for example: the investigative paradigm of the “internal evidence of
things” already present in Eighteenth century criminology and literature,

Sherlock Holmes himself ts a detective and an amateur chemist carrying out
experiments in his sitting room, together with his trustful cempanion John
Watson, who is, in fact, a doctor. Two characters who are using their “abductive
process” which is different from deductive process, Some scientists also try to
propose a parallel between modern research on relativistic astrophysics, and on
a theory for the evolution of complex systems founded on “scientific” para-
digms, and detective stories based on a paradigm of clues.

As co-ordinator of the Acume2 Project, [ am very glad that the profitable
dialogue between scientists and humanists on such a central topic as “the case
and the canon” will enrich our series of books on the “Interfacing of Sciences and
Humanities”.
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The case and the canon in Chinese and Jewish numerological
traditions: analogies between the Yi Jing and the Sepher
Yetzirah

Two great ancient numerological traditions, which have survived throughout

millennia by oral and written transmission of their knowledge, are bound to

Chinese and Jewish cultures. In particular, fundamental information on them

can be drawn from two texts: the Canon of Changes (Y7 Jing) and the Book of

Creation (Sepher Yetzirah).

A comparative study of these two texts shows interesting analogies in the
structural and ideological approach of Chinese and Jewish traditions. Fur-
thermore, the categortes of Case and Canon, which are the main themes of this
book, can be applied to both of them following the same pattern.

Also according to influential authors in sinology and history of religion,
some commen aspects of the two traditions can be clearly found.

We can summarize them into the following points:

1. Both tosmological and cosmogonical concepts can be drawn from the con-
tent of the two texts.

2. The origin of the cosmos is explained by a numerological structure based on
an archetypical attribution to numbers (‘transcendental function’).

3. The numerological structure consists of different classificatory rows.

4. Each row is composed of a code-number which has an analogical corre-
spondence with a natural element, a spatial direction, a sedson, an ethical
quality, a colour, a planet, a main organ of the body.

>. One of the aspects in this classification is the establishing of a homo-
morphism between microcosm and macrocosm.

6. The meaning of the transcendental numbers, which marks each classificatory
row, is connected with its phonetic origin.

7. The phonetic origin implies that a different ‘sound’, with an ‘energetic value’
{gi in Chinese, ruach in Jewish), can be attributed to each code-number,

1 See Evgueni Tortchinoy, accessed online 30.05.06
http:/fwwwkheper.net/topics/Kabbal ah/numerclogy-SeferYezirah-Chinese.htm
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8. According to the above points, every cosmogonic and cosmelogical process
can be considered linguistic as well as mathematical by its own nature.

To explain how the systems of the two traditions are similar, one of the best
examples is the magic square 3x3 from 1 to 9.”

In the Kabalistic tradition this square (figure 1) has a correspondence to the
planet Saturn (Swaney in the History of Magic Squares);’ also the Chinese magic
square Lo Shu {figures 2, 3}, which arises from the same spatial disposition of the
first 9 numbers according to the so-called “King Wen’s Sequence”,’ attributes

number 5 to the planet Saturn.

Figure 1, The magic square of Saturn

These numerical frames can be spatially oriented,” so that analogical assig-
nations can run from a particular situation, with its specific coordinates in time
and space, to a universal pattern and vice versa.

So both Jewish and Chinese systems work as bridges between macrocosmand
microcosm, mirroring the interdependence between incidents and the sub-
jective {psychic) conditions of the observer.

This peculiar interdependence is the key factor to show the connection be-
tween the law of causality (scientific method, i.e. the Canon} and the synchro-
nicity principle, i.e. the Case.®

As these systems are based on archetypical contents, some cases can be added
to their rows according to the law of analogy.

2 See Witliam Svmes Andrews, Maygic squares drd cubes (New York: Dover pub. Ing, 1960),
pp.122-125,
3 See Mark Swaney, accessed online 30.03.09
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Figure 3. “The Scroll of Lon™ and the “Map of Ho" (according to Ts'ai Yuang-ting), in Magic
Squares and Cubes p,122,

The first example we choose is about Jewish numerology applied to the Tree of
Life (Book of Creation, Sepher Yetzirah).

Figure 4 shows the table of the traditional correspondences (i.e. the Cancn)
between the planetary system and the first 10 code-numbers, i. e. Sephirof (see
figures 4 and 5),

hltp:Hm'.Ismaili.netfmirrors,a’Ikhwan_ﬂﬁfmagic_Sq.uares.html
4 Marcel Granet, “Libro I1: Je idee direttrici, I numeri”, #/ pensiere cirese (Milano: Adelphi,
1995), p. 1238,
5 Granet, p. 120,
6 See Carl Gastav Jung, “Prefaction to the English translation of I King”, I King ]! iibra e
mutamenti), (Roma; Astrolabio, 1950).
Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah (Boston: Red Wheel/Weiser Books, 1997), op. 13- 14 See aTon

http:H--m'w.psyche,comfpsychefcubefcube_planers.html; accessed onijne 27 15 s

=

=]
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Figure 4. The 10 Sephirot (in http:fiwww.psyche.comipsy che/cube/cube_planets.htmi
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Figure 5. Traditional correspondence between plancts and Sephirot {in A Guide to Qabalistic

Astrology p.11)

Figure ¢ is a revised pattern of correspondences after the discovery of the
trans-Saturnian planets (i.e. the Case), where analogical meanings are carefully

considered in order to fit the newcemers into the kabalistic frame.
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Figure 6. Revised pattern of carrispondence between planets and Sephirot (in A Guide to Qu-
balistic Asrrology p.14)

The second exanmple in figure 7 is about the application of Chinese numer-
ology to the system of Yi Jing reading.

Figure 7. Chinese numetology to the system of Yi Jing

It is not our purpose here to explain the complete theory about the con-
struction of the 64 exagrams; suffice it to show how each divinarion 1s con-
stituted by two exagrams, one to detect a present situation, the other to indicate
the ‘future’, that is a potential change.

In this system the Case is represented by the use of a seeming casuality
depending on a cast of coins or flowers (principle of synchronicity) which gives
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us the first set of information, included in exagram n°1. The Canon is the
application of the Law of Changing based on a numerological formula which
leads us to the second set of intormation, provided by exagram n-2.

S0, both exagrams are needed to obtain a complete message and solve our
problem in the best possible way: firstly we deal with the analysis of the ‘particular’
or ‘clue’, secondly we get indications to be able to fit it into a universal frame.
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